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1. Given that no manuscript in Chaucer’s hand has ever been found, referring 
to ‘Chaucer’s language’ is no more than a legitimate convention. 
2. Orm’s idiosyncratic orthographic system and Chaucer’s concern for the 
preservation of his spelling (see ‘Chaucers Wordes unto Adam, his Owne 
Scriveyn’ in Chapter 2 of this dissertation) make us aware of the 
importance that medieval writers attached to the orthographic 
representation of their varieties of English. 
3. The study of scribal orthographic habits can shed light on the identities of 
anonymous medieval scribes. 
4. The use by Barbrook et al. of techniques of evolutionary biology, an 
example of the modern interdisciplinary approach to manuscript studies, is 
a first step in allowing us to provide better explanations of the relationships 
between the extant witnesses of The Canterbury Tales (Barbrook A., 
Christopher J. Howe, Norman Blake, Peter Robinson, 1998, ‘The 
Phylogeny of The Canterbury Tales’, Nature, 394, 839). 
5. The digital medium has been successfully applied to the linguistic analysis 
of texts produced in the past by human beings, but, in order to gain further 
insight into the nature of these texts, the results generated by the computer 
still need to be analysed by human beings in the present. 
6. The significance of studies on the spelling of medieval texts is considerably 
enhanced if they are based on original texts rather than on modern editions 
of the texts in question. 
7. Comparison of several texts written by the same medieval scribe is 
essential to draw conclusions about his spelling habits.  
8. Mark Twain (1835–1910) said, ‘I respect a man who knows how to spell a 
word more than one way’. We should show similar respect for medieval 
scribes, who preserved or restored authorial spelling features more often 
than they are given credit for.  
9. The frequency with which the expressions ‘probably’, ‘possibly’ and ‘it is 
likely’ are used in this dissertation shows how difficult it is to draw definite 
conclusions about spelling habits in medieval texts. 
10. Manuscript production in early fifteenth-century London can be seen as an 
early example of Taylorism (Taylor, F.W., 1911 The Principles of 
Scientific Management). 
